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70 Years of Design – 
Masterpieces Selected by Peter Zec

On the occasion of its 70th anniversary, the Red Dot Design 
Museum looks back on its eventful history that began here in 
Essen in 1955 with the “Ständige Schau formschöner Industrie-
erzeugnisse” (Permanent Exhibition of Beautiful Industrial 
Products). Over the decades, this first exhibition developed into 
the internationally renowned Red Dot Design Award under the 
aegis of Professor Dr. Peter Zec, founder and CEO of Red Dot.

A look at the current exhibition, Apple Universe, 2025

“70 Years of Design – Masterpieces Selected by Peter Zec” 
brings together products from seven decades that stand for 
groundbreaking design and creative quality. Peter Zec himself 
curated this exhibition and selected exhibits that have influ-
enced him throughout his life and accompanied him during his 
work as a design promoter. His personal comments and expert 
classifications make the presentation a plea for quality and con-
sistency in design.

Permanent Exhibition of Beautiful Industrial Products at Villa Hügel, 1955



Peter Zec – A Life in Pursuit 
of Excellent Design

Peter Zec (born 1956) has been shaping the international design 
scene for more than three decades. In 1991, he took over as 
Director of the Design Zentrum Nordrhein Westfalen and subse-
quently turned the Red Dot Award into one of the world’s most 
important design competitions.

Zec taught for many years as Professor of Business Communication 
in Berlin, headed the design world as President of the Interna-
tional Council of Societies of Industrial Design (Icsid) from 2005 
to 2007, and was honoured with the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in 2019 for his commitment to design.

As a sought-after speaker, author and editor of numerous 
publications, he communicates design not only as an aesthetic 
phenomenon, but also as a cultural and economic one – inspiring 
people around the world to take an interest in it.

Professor Dr. Peter Zec
Founder and CEO of Red Dot



Fiat Nuova 500, 1957

The Fiat 500, known in Italian as the “Fiat Cinquecento”, is a small 
car with great social and cultural significance. With its compact 
design and simple technology, it drove the motorisation of broad 
sections of the population.

The air-cooled rear engine had 13.5 hp. The fuel tank and 
boot were located at the front. The small car reached a maximum 
speed of 85 km/h. It has become a symbol of the economic 
miracle era, not only in Italy.

Sixtant SM 31, 1962

The Sixtant SM 31 was a pioneer of its time in terms of technolo-
gy and design. Its name was derived from the razor‘s blade, 
which had hexagonal openings. The microscopic wave contour 
and thin platinum coating allowed the razor to glide gently 
over the skin. Ergonomically sophisticated, the contrast between 
silver and black gave the razor a touch of elegance and 
sophistication. It sold well over eight million units.

»The dream of freedom and 
our first car.«

»My first lesson about good design 
from my father.«

Fiat Nuova 500
Passenger Car
Fiat, Italy
Design: Dante Giacosa

Sixtant SM 31
Electric Shaver
Braun, Germany
Design: Hans Gugelot, 
Alfred Gerd Müller



Taraxacum 88, 1988

Taraxacum 88, designed by Achille Castiglioni, is a pendant lamp 
by Flos from 1988, whose geometric structure consists of 20 
polished aluminium triangles, on which 60 incandescent bulbs are 
arranged. The result is a functional pendant lamp that creates a 
sculptural effect with its interplay of reflection and transparency. 
Castiglioni designed the lamp as a tribute to the incandescent 
bulb itself, the symbol of modern light, by using the light source 
as a design element.

»Elegance and enlightenment«

Walkman, 1979

The Sony Walkman TPS-L2 was launched in 1979 as a portable 
cassette player for use on the go and was set to fundamentally 
change the way people listened to music – especially among 
young people. In the 1980s, it became an icon of urban youth 
culture worldwide.

Its compact design almost failed because it did not have a 
recording function – unthinkable for a cassette player at the 
time. However, the designers and engineers were able to 
develop a device that weighed only 390 grams.

Taraxacum 88
Pendant Lamp
Flos, Italy
Design: Achille Castiglioni 

Walkman
Portable Cassette Player
Sony, Japan
Concept: Masaru Ibuka
In-house design



+Teamgeist, 2006

With the name +Teamgeist, the official match ball of the 2006 
World Cup in Germany, the developers highlighted important 
factors for success in team sports: cohesion and team spirit. 
Unlike traditional balls with 32 panels, the design principle of 
the +Teamgeist is new: the natural latex bladder is encased in 
a carcass, which in turn is surrounded by 14 plastic panels 
that are no longer sewn on but vulcanised onto the carcass at 
around 100 degrees centigrade. With the+Teamgeist, the 
World Cup ball is closer to the ideal spherical shape.

+Teamgeist
Football
Adidas, Germany
In-house design



iPhone
Smartphone
Apple, USA
Design: Apple Industrial Design Team

Rainshower Icon, 2009

The Rainshower Icon hand shower dispelled the widespread belief 
that you had to completely renovate your bathroom to get a new 
shower. A standard hand shower was transformed into a new 
archetype that reflected the spirit of the times: modular, adaptable 
and environmentally conscious.

Thanks to its basic geometric shape, the Rainshower Icon always 
remains modern without appearing trendy, but allows users to 
enhance the aesthetics of their bathroom by choosing the colour.

iPhone, 2007

When Steve Jobs unveiled the first iPhone on 9 January 2007, 
Apple revolutionised the concept of what a mobile phone could 
be by combining previously separate functions such as music and 
video players, telephone, and email into a new product category: 
the smartphone.

The multitouch display with home button and internet function-
ality with numerous apps simplified mobile communication. Since 
then, more than three billion iPhone models have been sold.

Rainshower Icon
Hand Shower
Grohe, Germany
Design: Grohe Design Team
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Robot Dog
Sony, Japan
Design: Hajime Sorayama
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Desk Lamp
Artemide, Italy
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Exhibition: 7 October 2025 – 1 February 2026

Red Dot Design Museum
Gelsenkirchener Str. 181 · 45309 Essen
+49 201 301040 · museum@red-dot.de
red-dot-design-museum.org
Instagram: reddotdesignmuseum

Opening hours
Tue–Fri: 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sat–Sun: 11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Fridays: pay what you want

Subject to change, current information can be found at
www.red-dot-design-museum.org

Bugaboo Dragonfly, 2024

The Bugaboo Dragonfly from 2024 was developed especially for 
families living in the city. An innovative folding mechanism 
allows the pushchair, including the carrycot or seat, to be folded 
up in a single movement. Despite its low weight, the seat can 
carry up to 22 kg, and the spacious basket underneath can carry 
up to 10 kg. If required, a rolling board can be attached for a 
second child. Nine different colour options offer over 30 possible 
style combinations to match the vibrant city life.

Bugaboo Dragonfly
Pushchair
Bugaboo, Netherlands 
In-house design 
(Aernout Dijkstra-Hellinga)




